
 Playologist 

Job Description

Job Title Playologist 

Employer Name Playology Limited

Contact Name Name: Hannah Atkinson 
Position: Managing Director 
Email Address: hello@playologylearning.com 
Contact by Email 

Role description A Playologist is an educator who works both with and 
in nature, facilitating hands on, feet in, play based 
learning.  

As a Playologist, you will work with support from the 
Managing Director and Lead Playologist as part of a 
team of outdoor educators to care for and develop a 
stimulating, enabling natural environment, and curate 
resources within both the indoor learning spaces and 
at the beach/forest.  

You will work together with passionate colleagues to 
deliver enquiry-led, curricular programs following 
children’s own interests.  

You spend your days immersed in nature, scaffolding 
children’s play, guiding and documenting children’s 
learning, engaging in intellectual interactions, and 
regularly reporting progress and experiences to 
parents.  

You will play a part in the life of Playology by actively 
participating in team meetings, unique trainings and 
seasonal events.



Duties and 
Responsibilities:

To support your colleagues with successful delivery of 
beach/forest school sessions 

To be a ‘key person’ with responsibilities for the 
wellbeing and development of a group of children, 
helping those children feel safe and cared for 

To ensure that the environment, resources as well as 
the opportunities and experiences presented to 
children are tailored to meet their individual needs 

To help maintain safety and security of all children, 
staff and visitors to Playology 

To inform, engage and support parents and carers in 
guiding their child’s development at home 

To contribute to children’s care routines, planning, 
documenting learning and assessment and progress 
records for children  

To work within the polices and procedures of Playology 
Limited 

To undertake any other duties in line with the needs of 
the business and commensurate with the grade of the 
post

Salary Details £15,446 - £17,047 Per Annum

Working Week
• Working hours 8am - 5pm 
• Working days Monday to Friday 
• 4 Days per week (34 hour working week) 
• Term-time (38 weeks per year) 
• Obligation to cover some School Holiday Clubs 

and classes as required (paid as extra) 



Person Specification

Skills 
required 

E: 
Essential 
Criteria 

D: 
Desirable 
criteria

Genuine care and affection towards young children; you 
need to light up when you see them and they need to feel it 

The ability to interact appropriately with children; you need 
to be open, approachable, friendly, positive and kind 

Be able to effectively and politely communicate with 
children and adults; parents, teachers, and most 
importantly children 

Be willing to learn; and learn, and learn! 

Be able to understand and learn appropriate theory 
regarding child development and put this into practise 

Be able to contribute to the smooth running of preschool, 
classes and workshops both indoors and outdoors 

Be an outdoor person; be a nature lover and be an active 
person 

Be purposefully engaged in high quality interactions with 
children and involved in children’s play 

Be able to fully meet children’s care needs 

Be able to follow instruction well and seek advice 
appropriately  

Be able to work on own initiative as well as part of a team 

Be resilient; learn how to handle various situations, some 
difficult 

Be enthusiastic - even when it’s raining! 

Be able to complete paperwork to a high standard; learning 
reflections, observations and be adept at the administrative 
side of the business 

Have an excellent standard of hygiene and be well presented 
in an appropriate manner 
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✓ 

✓ 

✓ 
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✓ 
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✓ 
✓ 
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Be a reflective practitioner in every sense 

Working collaboratively within a team 

Contributing to Equal Opportunities at all times

E 
✓ 

✓ 
✓
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Full & Relevant Early Years Educator Qualification 

Forest Schools/Beach Schools qualification 

Evidence of further study and a commitment to 
continuous professional development 

QTS

✓
✓ 

✓ 

✓

Personal 
qualities 
required 

Desired key personal qualities would be someone who 
is: 
Non-discriminatory 
Professional 
Adaptable 
Motivated 
Patient 
Nurturing 
Respectful 
Creative 
Active 
Outgoing 
Positive 
Fun 
Polite 
Good listener 
Empathetic 
Good conversationalist 
Emotionally intelligent 
Reflective 
Good level of personal hygiene 
Good health and attendance record 
Having high standards 
Willing to support some activities outside of normal 
working hours; weekend family events, preschool fayre 
etc.

✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
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Have key worker experience for groups of children  

Have experience of capturing children’s learning in 
ways that can be shared with children, parents and 
families 

At least three years’ relevant experience in at least one 
school or setting 

Have experience of supporting children specifically 
outdoors (using outdoor educational approaches e.g. 
forest school/beach school methods) 

Working with children with special educational needs 

Experience of contributing to curriculum planning, 
delivery and assessment

E 
✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓

D 

✓ 

✓ 

SPECIAL 
KNOWLED
GE 
REQUIRED

Knowledge of the Statutory Early Years Foundation 
Stage Framework  

Understanding of child development and the needs and 
characteristics of young children, including those with 
additional needs 

Understanding of Child Protection and safeguarding 
procedures 

An interest in early childhood and education in other 
countries, particularly European

✓ 

✓ 

✓

✓



Additional Detail

Other Important 
Information 

We work across Seaham Marina, Castle Eden Dene and 
Souter Lighthouse, mainly outdoors on beaches and in 
forests and natural spaces 

We are an outdoor early years setting, providing daily 
early years education to children aged 2-5 

We provide educational support activities such as beach 
school/forest school workshops for schools and settings 
and school holiday clubs 

We provide teacher training, parent talks and make 
strong links with local businesses 

We deliver educational STEAM & process art workshops 
for children up to age 10 

We deliver Parent Programmes such as ‘Discovery Play 
for Babies’, and ‘Playful Explorers’ and ‘The Fresh Air 
Club’



Reality Check Playology Limited is fully committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children. We keep children 
safe by ensuring in depth safer recruitment practices. 

The successful candidate will be subject to robust pre-
employment checks, including but not limited to a 
suitable enhanced DBS disclosure and a 6 month 
probationary period.  

Internet searches and references will also be sought and 
verified to check employment suitability. 

This post is exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders 
Act 1974 and the amendments to the Exceptions Order 
1975, 2013 and 2020. 

Our children need resilient educators who are joyful 
outdoors.We will spend prolonged periods of time 
wallowing outdoors in ALL Seasons & weathers.  

Our children need active educators who will ‘be all in’ 
with their play and learning. 

Our children need knowledgable educators who teach 
well, understanding the elements of early years practice 
that make up teaching: their interactions with children 
during planned and child-initiated play and activities: 
communicating and modelling language, showing, 
explaining, demonstrating, exploring ideas, 
encouraging, questioning, recalling, providing a 
narrative for what they are doing, facilitating and 
setting challenges. Planning the equipment they provide 
and the attention to the physical environment as well as 
the structure, rhythm and routines of the day that 
establish a positive environment, high standards & clear 
expectations.  

There will be lots of moving & lifting of equipment for set 
up and pack away etc; this is a very active role therefore 
a health declaration is necessary.



Benefits The benefits of coming aboard our team include: 

Innovative and ambitious education - be part of the ever-
expanding UK’s first OFSTED registered beach school 

Broad range of professional development opportunities 
including career progression in various areas 

Being immersed in nature - spend your days working in 
the fresh air! 

Passionate and forward thinking, professional team - we 
will be ‘making waves’ together 

Playology kit & clothing for your comfort 

Discounts for team member’s children 

Discounts with Outdoor clothing companies, as well as at 
stores and cafés on our settings’ sites
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,\=w`\`Pw�,QR\`l`hQw
XQORFNLQJ�SOD\IXO�SRVVLELOLWLHV�WR���

 J=k^R^P�Rl�k``nJH�R^�FokR`lRnw���
LQ�RUGHU�IRU�GHHS�DQG�PHDQLQJIXO�OHDUQLQJ�WR�WDNH�SODFH��
WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�ZH�RIIHU�FKLOGUHQ�QHHG�WR�EH�FDSWLYDWLQJ��
3OD\RORJ\�YDOXHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�LUUHVLVWLEOH�OHDUQLQJ�
H[SHULHQFHV��DQG�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�WR�
FKLOGUHQ��:H�SURYLGH�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�
HQJDJH�ZLWK�ULFK��HQTXLU\�OHG�OHDUQLQJ�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�
LQWHUHVWV��:H�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH�LQ�FHLOLQJV��HLWKHU�LQ�
FODVVURRPV�RU�FKLOGUHQ
V�OHDUQLQJ�SRWHQWLDO�

kJ=nRtRnw�^JJHl�n`�EJ�^oknokJH¢
LW�LV�D�VHW�RI�PXVFOHV�WKDW�QHHG�WR�EH�IOH[HG��,Q�RUGHU�WR�
VXSSRUW�FKLOGUHQ¶V�FUHDWLYH�WKLQNLQJ��DW�3OD\RORJ\��ZH�
LQVSLUH�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�EH�RSHQ�PLQGHG��
3OD\RORJ\�FUHDWHV�DQ�HQDEOLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�ZKHUH�FKLOGUHQ�
FDQ�EH�IUHH�WR�WKLQN�RI�WKLQJV�WKDW�QR�RQH�HOVH�KDV�
FRQVLGHUHG��DQG�UXQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�LGHDV�

�]=PR^=nR`^�R^O\oJ^FJl�=\\�uJ�H`��nQR^[�=E`on�Ï�FkJ=nJ
$OO�RI�WKH�RSHQ�HQGHG�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�UHVRXUFHV�DW�
3OD\RORJ\�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�GHYHORS�FROODERUDWLRQ�IRU�
FKLOGUHQ��VXSSRUWLQJ�WKHP�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�ZRUOG�WKURXJK�WKH�
SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�RWKHUV��OHDUQLQJ�WR�FRRSHUDWH�LQ�WKHLU�VKDUHG�
LPDJLQDU\�ZRUOGV��:H�HQFRXUDJH�LPDJLQLWLYH�SOD\�ZKLFK�
GHYHORSV�HPSDWK\�DQG�HPRWLRQDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��ZKLOVW�
GHYHORSLQJ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�ODQJXDJH�VNLOOV��3OD\RORJ\�DLPV�
WR�HQJDJH�DOO�WKH�VHQVHV�WR�VHW�WKH�SHUIHFW�DPELHQW�PRRG�IRU�
LPDJLQDWLYH�WKLQNLQJ�WR�IORZ�
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LW�LV�DEVROXWHO\�YLWDO�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�LPPHUVHG�LQ�D�KLJK�
TXDOLW\�DWPRVSKHUH�LQ�ZKLFK�WR�OHDUQ�DQG�GHYHORS�WKURXJK�
IUHH�SOD\��$W�3OD\RORJ\��FKLOGUHQ�WKULYH�LQ�RXU�EHDXWLIXO�
VXUURXQGLQJV��ERWK�DW�WKH�EHDFK�DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�
VWXGLR�DQG�ZRUNVSDFH��,Q�RUGHU�WR�QXUWXUH�WKHLU�SRVLWLYH�
YLHZ�RI�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�UHVSHFW�WKHLU�LGHQWLW\��ZH�VKRZ�
FKLOGUHQ�WKDW�ZH�YDOXH�WKHLU�FKRLFHV�DQG�DXWRQRP\�E\�
HQFRXUDJLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�KDYH�D�VD\�LQ�KRZ�WKH\�XVH�WKHLU�
WLPH�KHUH��$W�3OD\RORJ\��ZH�ZRUN�WLUHOHVVO\�WR�SURYLGH�
FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�WKH�HOHPHQWV�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�

JURZLQJ�KHDUWV
��RXWGRRU�SOD\��VSDFH�DQG�WLPH�HQMR\LQJ�
ZKDW�WKH\�GR�ZLWK�WKHLU�GD\V��:H�HQFRXUDJH�ZDUP��
UHVSRQVLYH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�D�VWURQJ�VHQVH�RI�FRPPXQLW\��
:H�VXSSRUW�KHDOWK\��KLJK�HQHUJ\��DFWLYH�OLIHVW\OHV�
EDODQFHG�ZLWK�PLQGIXO�PRPHQWV��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�HQKDQFHG�
ZHOOEHLQJ�DQG�ZHOOQHVV�

2\nR]=nJ\w��`ok�=hhk`=FQ�J]Ek=FJl��^oknokJl�=^H�J\Jt=nJl�FQR\HkJ^¸l�
^=nok=\�FkJ=nRtJ�h`uJkl�nQk`oPQ��=^Hl�$^���JJn��^� J=k^R^P��

8J�Q=tJ�=^�`kRPR^=\��o^RjoJ�JHoF=nR`^=\�hJklhJFnRtJ�Oo\\�`O�=HtJ^nokJl¢�
PRtR^P�FQR\HkJ^�nQJ�lnkJ^PnQ�Ï�lohh`kn�n`�kJ]=R^�

Y`wOo\�Ek=tJ�FokR`ol�FkJ=nRtJ�nQR^[Jkl�

�^�`kHJk�O`k�FQR\HkJ^¸l�uJ\\EJR^P�n`�EJ�QRPQ���

nQJ�^=nok=\�u`k\H�Rl�Oo\\�`O�\Jll`^l�=^H�nkJ=lokJl�
3OD\RORJ\�DLPV�WR�KHOS�FRQQHFW�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�QDWXUH�LQ�D�
PLOOLRQ�PHDQLQJIXO�ZD\V��IRU�WKHLU�PLQG��WKHLU�ERG\�DQG�
WKHLU�VRXO��&KLOGKRRG�PHPRULHV�ZLOO�EH�ILOOHG�ZLWK�
RXWGRRU�H[SORUDWLRQV��SHDFHIXO�PRPHQWV��VRFLDO�WLPHV�RI�
HDWLQJ�DQG�SOD\LQJ�WRJHWKHU�DW�WKH�EHDFK��GLVFRYHULQJ�
ZLOGOLIH�DQG�KDELWDWV�DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�EXLOGLQJ�D�ERQG�WR�
WKH�ZLGHU�QDWXUDO�ZRUOG�WKDW�KHOSV�WKHP�IHHO�JRRG��7KLV�
ZLOO��LQ�WXUQ��FUHDWH�D�IXWXUH�DUP\�RI�DGYRFDWHV�IRU�RXU�
EHDFKHV�DQG�SRWHQWLDOO\�OHDG�WR�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�KHOS�WR�
VDYH�WKH�QDWXUDO�ZRUOG�WKDW�VR�PDQ\�RI�XV�ILJKW�WR�
SURWHFW�
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,GHQWLI\LQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�GR�WKLQJV�IRU�
WKHPVHOYHV��7KLV�PHDQV�IRUJHWWLQJ�SHUIHFWLRQ�DQG�
SURYLGLQJ�DSSURSULDWH�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH�LQ�ZKLFK�
FKLOGUHQ¶V�LQGHSHQGHQW�VNLOOV�FDQ�IORXULVK�

k=RlJ�FQR\HkJ^¡l�kJlR\RJ^FJ��:�
%XLOGLQJ�VXSSRUWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ��ZKLFK�
WKHQ�DOORZ�XV�WR�EH�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�FKLOGUHQ�GXULQJ�QHZ�
VLWXDWLRQV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV��ZKHQ�EHLQJ�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�
WKLQN�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWKRXW�GLUHFW�LQVWUXFWLRQ��
3OD\RORJLVWV�EXLOG�FKLOGUHQ¶V�µSUREOHP�VROYLQJ�WRROER[¶�
DORQJVLGH�WKHP��ZLWKRXW�VROYLQJ�SUREOHPV�IRU�WKHP��:H�
UHPDLQ�TXLHW��DOORZLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�WDON�WKLQJV�WKURXJK��
HQVXULQJ�WKH�WLPH�IRU�WKH�FUHDWLYH�SURFHVV�RI�SUREOHP�
VROYLQJ�LV�UHVSHFWHG�

hk`]`nR^P�FQR\HkJ^¡l�h`lRnRtRnw��:�
%HLQJ�SRVLWLYH�RXUVHOYHV��VHHLQJ�WKH�EHVW�LQ�HDFK�
RWKHU��DQG�VSHDNLQJ�DERXW�RXU�RZQ�DQG�RWKHUV¶�ZRUN�DQG�
VHOYHV�SRVLWLYHO\��3OD\RORJLVWV�SXW�RXU�SRVLWLYH�
DWWLWXGHV�RQ�GLVSOD\��PDNLQJ��D�SRVLWLYH�VSDFH��ZKHUH�
ZH�VPLOH��ZH�HQFRXUDJH�DQG�ZH�SUDLVH�VSHFLILFDOO\�ZKHQ�
ZH�VHH�SRVLWLYLW\�LQ�FKLOGUHQ��,W�PD\�EH�WLPH�RU�HIIRUW�
VSHQW�RQ�WKHLU�ZRUN��VKRZLQJ�D�FDQ�GR�DWWLWXGH�RU�
WU\LQJ�WR�WXUQ�D�QHJDWLYH�LQWR�D�SRVLWLYH��ZKDWHYHU�LW�
LV��LW¶V�SUDLVHG��HQFRXUDJHG�DQG�KHOG�LQ�PXFK�KLJKHU�
UHJDUG�WKDQ�D�SURGXFW�RU�RXWFRPH��1DWXUDOO\��ZH�
DFNQRZOHGJH�ZKHQ�EDG�WKLQJV�KDSSHQ��EHFDXVH�WKH\�GR��
7RZHUV�IDOO��SDLQWLQJV�VPXGJH��VWLFN\�WDSH�JRHV�DUUD\��
3OD\RORJLVWV�VLW�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKHLU�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�
DQG�VDGQHVV��ZH�IHHO�LW�ZLWK�WKHP��DQG�WKHQ�ZH�KHOS�
WKHP�WR�QDYLJDWH�WKURXJK�WKHLU�GLIILFXOW�WLPHV��IRUJLQJ�
D�SDWKZD\�EDFN�WR�SRVLWLYLW\�

&RS\ULJKW�3OD\RORJ\�/LPLWHG�����
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EHDFKHV�DQG�SRWHQWLDOO\�OHDG�WR�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�KHOS�WR�
VDYH�WKH�QDWXUDO�ZRUOG�WKDW�VR�PDQ\�RI�XV�ILJKW�WR�
SURWHFW�

�!,/$7���� �/�"¸0��"��,�"��"���:�
,GHQWLI\LQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�GR�WKLQJV�IRU�
WKHPVHOYHV��7KLV�PHDQV�IRUJHWWLQJ�SHUIHFWLRQ�DQG�
SURYLGLQJ�DSSURSULDWH�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH�LQ�ZKLFK�
FKLOGUHQ¶V�LQGHSHQGHQW�VNLOOV�FDQ�IORXULVK�

k=RlJ�FQR\HkJ^¡l�kJlR\RJ^FJ��:�
%XLOGLQJ�VXSSRUWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ��ZKLFK�
WKHQ�DOORZ�XV�WR�EH�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�FKLOGUHQ�GXULQJ�QHZ�
VLWXDWLRQV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV��ZKHQ�EHLQJ�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�
WKLQN�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWKRXW�GLUHFW�LQVWUXFWLRQ��
3OD\RORJLVWV�EXLOG�FKLOGUHQ¶V�µSUREOHP�VROYLQJ�WRROER[¶�
DORQJVLGH�WKHP��ZLWKRXW�VROYLQJ�SUREOHPV�IRU�WKHP��:H�
UHPDLQ�TXLHW��DOORZLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�WDON�WKLQJV�WKURXJK��
HQVXULQJ�WKH�WLPH�IRU�WKH�FUHDWLYH�SURFHVV�RI�SUREOHP�
VROYLQJ�LV�UHVSHFWHG�

hk`]`nR^P�FQR\HkJ^¡l�h`lRnRtRnw��:�
%HLQJ�SRVLWLYH�RXUVHOYHV��VHHLQJ�WKH�EHVW�LQ�HDFK�
RWKHU��DQG�VSHDNLQJ�DERXW�RXU�RZQ�DQG�RWKHUV¶�ZRUN�DQG�
VHOYHV�SRVLWLYHO\��3OD\RORJLVWV�SXW�RXU�SRVLWLYH�
DWWLWXGHV�RQ�GLVSOD\��PDNLQJ��D�SRVLWLYH�VSDFH��ZKHUH�
ZH�VPLOH��ZH�HQFRXUDJH�DQG�ZH�SUDLVH�VSHFLILFDOO\�ZKHQ�
ZH�VHH�SRVLWLYLW\�LQ�FKLOGUHQ��,W�PD\�EH�WLPH�RU�HIIRUW�
VSHQW�RQ�WKHLU�ZRUN��VKRZLQJ�D�FDQ�GR�DWWLWXGH�RU�
WU\LQJ�WR�WXUQ�D�QHJDWLYH�LQWR�D�SRVLWLYH��ZKDWHYHU�LW�
LV��LW¶V�SUDLVHG��HQFRXUDJHG�DQG�KHOG�LQ�PXFK�KLJKHU�
UHJDUG�WKDQ�D�SURGXFW�RU�RXWFRPH��1DWXUDOO\��ZH�
DFNQRZOHGJH�ZKHQ�EDG�WKLQJV�KDSSHQ��EHFDXVH�WKH\�GR��
7RZHUV�IDOO��SDLQWLQJV�VPXGJH��VWLFN\�WDSH�JRHV�DUUD\��
3OD\RORJLVWV�VLW�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKHLU�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�
DQG�VDGQHVV��ZH�IHHO�LW�ZLWK�WKHP��DQG�WKHQ�ZH�KHOS�
WKHP�WR�QDYLJDWH�WKURXJK�WKHLU�GLIILFXOW�WLPHV��IRUJLQJ�
D�SDWKZD\�EDFN�WR�SRVLWLYLW\�
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